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GWRRA TEXAS DISTRICT  
PART OF REGION H (THE HOSPALITY REGION) 

F RIENDS  F OR  F UN ,  SAFETY ,   
AND  KNOWLEDGE  

WoW!  What a month 
 
Well we have survived the month of May.  Lots 
of Rally’s and lots of rain.  If you have not re-
cently visited the Texas District Web page 
(www.gwrra-tx.org), give it a look.  On the front 
page we have a link to the page the Rally pic-
tures are located.  I have to admit a lot of FUN 
was had in Temple this year.  Participation was 
up and there was just too much to cram into 2 
1/2 days.  As you read through this edition of the 
Newsletter you will see a number of pictures and 
comments on the Rally.   
 
The week after the Texas Rally was the Arkan-
sas Rally.  Also visited by rain.  The Arkansas 
Rally was also a lot of FUN.   
 
With June coming up I want to remind you of 
some of the special days that occur in June.  
Don’t Forget June 6th is noted as The Longest 
Day.  This is the day the invasion of France took 
place and many American solders as well as 
other solders gave their life on the beaches in 
France.  The Normandy American Cemetery is 
172.5 acres and home to 9,387 men that gave 
all.  It also memorializes 1,557 men missing in 
action. 
 
Also don't forget to display your American Flag 
on June 14th.  This is Flag Day.  On 19th we 
have two special days.  One is Fathers Day and 
the other is noted as Juneteenth.  This is of 
course the day General Gordon Granger landed 
in Galveston TX with the news the civil war had 
ended and the emancipation proclamation free-
ing the slaves was now in effect.  One other no-
table day is Summer Solstice is on June 20.  
Have a great start to the summer in June. 
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June 14th is Flag Day. 

 TEXAS DISTRICT TEAM 
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A Letter To Our GWRRA Family 
 

Words cannot express how much your 
cards and phone calls of encouragement 
and good wishes meant to us during 
Dave’s illness; and how the flowers, 
calls, and cards when he left us im-
pressed our family with the knowledge 
that there were so many who cared. 
 
To those of you who were able to join us 
during the Friday night visitation, those 
who attended his service, and especially 
to those who made the additional 50 
mile drive to his final resting place, our 
family wants you to know how much 
your presence helped us. 
 
Our Grandson Jay Lackey, who is also a 
member of GWRRA, rode Dave’s Gold-
Wing behind the hearse all the way to 
the cemetery in remembrance of Dave’s 
love for his bike.  
 
For those of you who “have been around 
for a while”, you’ll remember Dave’s par-

ticipation in the pine car races, the bike 
shows, the light shows, and his willing-
ness to help out wherever he was 
needed.  And to many of you, you will 
remember his efforts in making Chapter 
O2’s rallies at Riverside Park in Brown-
wood a success for many years. 
 
Dave loved all things that made GWRRA 
what it is.  But even though he delighted 
in organizing the pine car races, his 
proudest achievement was when we 
were selected as the Texas District Cou-
ple of The Year for 2010-2011.  We were 
selected at Mid-winter in January 2010 
and the next selection was not until Dis-
trict Rally in May 2011 and Dave de-
lighted in the fact that we got to serve for 
18 months! 
 
For those of you  who have just joined 
GWRRA in the last couple of years, 
when we were not able to participate like 
we used to,  please know that the 
phrase “GWRRA Family” is more than 
just a phraseGGit is real and your par-
ticipation will result in lifelong caring 
friendships. 

Jean Simmons 

Thank You Letter From 

Jean Simmons 
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Well, the District rally is over for another year 
and the gears are turning for the 2017 rally. 
Our first rally we attended was in Wichita Fall 
and we are looking forward to go back there. 
They love having goldwingers in their city. They 
are as excited as we are and roll out the red 
carpet for us. 
 
While we were cutting out the horse heads for 
the hobby horses to hand out to each chapter 
at the Midwinter Round Up, we never expected 
what happened. We knew this was going to be 
fun, but you members really went all out. We 
cut out 24 horses and 19 chapter brought their 
masterpieces to show off. We have never seen 
so many amazing ideas with every horse.  Here 
they are, all 19 of them strutting their stuff. 

After opening ceremony we had a quick round 
of Lets make and Deal. Steve really made that 
a fun game. 
After the game, we all went to the Vendor area 
where we had corral set up for the “Chapter 
Round Up”. There were six different color bal-
loons (cows) and five members at a time on 
their ponies with their dowel rod to round up 
their chosen color of (cow) balloons. Each rider 
had to corral 5 of them into their pen. The first 
one to get all their balloons in the pen was the 

winner for that round. We had several rounds 
and the overall winner was Jim Woodul, Chap-
ter Director of Chapter T in Killeen Tx. What a 
fun time that was.  What great memories we 
have made during that event.  Thursday eve-
ning events ended with the Light Show. 
 
Friday started out the day with seminars, 
games and a helicopter landing from the AirE-
vac seminar. 
 
The Chapter Rodeo was a big hit with partici-
pates riding a Hobby Horse through the course 
to rope the calf then ride to the cow Patty Toss 
into the toilet seat and then galloped to the 
shooting range where they had to shoot the 
nerf gun at the target. 
 
We shut everything down while we had the 
Couple of the Year Selection. We are very 
proud and honored to announce to you, Scott 
and Linda Gresak from Chapter M2, from 
Spring, TX. As the new Texas District Couple of 
the Year. We are excited to have them on your 
team and know they will have some exciting 
ideas in helping plan your 2017 rally. 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 
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The talent show photos on the website it’s a 
must see. We will be turning in some of the 
talent show videos for the Talent show at 
Wing Ding. We might even turn in the Texas 
District ladies: Rose, Kitten and Candy‘s 
show, on their night on the town. 

Friday evening we made some announcement 
and presented awards for chapters that par-
ticipated in the Chapter of the Year Program. 

• Chapter C from Baytown was announced 
as the Chapter of the year for 2015 

• Chapter T from Killeen received a Bronze 
award 

• Chapter H from San Antonio received a 
Bronze award 

• Chapter U from San Antonio received a 
Bronze award 

• Chapter N2 form Humble received a 
Bronze award 

It was our 
honor to pre-
sent Chapter 
C from Bay-
town to re-
ceive the 
award for the 
REGION 
Chapter of 
the Year. 

The Hobby Horse Design winner was an-
nounced with chapter P being the 1st place 
winner and Chapter U was the 2nd place win-
ner and Chapter G’s hobby horse was the 3rd 
place winner. 
 
We had a lot of fun putting people in jail and 
watching members put Chapter’s in jail. The 
whole District staff was placed in jail. I don’t 
know who did that, but it sure was funny for 
everyone to see. 
 
At the end of the Social Event your staff pro-
vided over 300 ice cream floats for everyone 
to enjoy and we enjoyed every one of them. 
We had about every flavor you could think of 
but I think the strawberry, orange and root 
beer were the favorites. 
 
During the rally we had more fun things for 
chapters to participate in, like: Chapter Feud, 
Not so Newly Wed game, Bike and light show, 
Chapter Pride events like the dress competi-
tion, mascot, banner and scrapbook. 
 
Two of the most important items that provided 
members with information is the website and 
newsletter. Without these two items, it is very 
hard to provide members and new prospec-
tive members with information about your 
chapter and what your chapter is doing 
throughout the months. 
 
Chapter H was awarded as Website of the 
Year with 2nd place awarded to Chapter U, 3rd 
place Chapter T  Chapter C was awarded 
Newsletter of the year with 2nd place awarded 
to Chapter U.   
 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 

Continued 
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We had 8 seminar with one of the presenters, 
Jim Scholes, from Chapter S2 getting certified 
to become a University Instructor. Yessss, an-
other instructor, now we have another one for 
the south side of Houston. (League City area) 
 
A big thank you to all the instructors, judges 
and volunteers this year. Your District staffs 
spins all year planning and coming up with fun 
things for you to do when you come to the 
rally. This is a time of the year for all the 
Texas members to get together and visit and 
play together. We could not do it without the 
help of everyone that took the time and effort 
to come and visit for the weekend. 
 
Everyone showed a big welcome to our visi-
tors from Colorado, California, Missouri and 
Tennessee. 
 
A big thank you to Donna and Dan Rymarz for 
taking pictures throughout the rally. 
 
During closing ceremony we announced all 

the Pre-Registered winners and had the draw-
ing for the prize. All the awards were an-
nounced with Jill Severe being the winner of 
the Yeti package and Sandy from Tennessee 
Chapter Z won the 500.00 and Daryl Dunham 

from Texas Chapter I won the 55” Flat Screen 
TV. 

Mike & Robin Thacker  

Texas District Director 
=================================== 

Pictures from the Texas Rally 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 

Continued 
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The Spring Texas Rally Season is Done 
 
As much fun as we had during the Spring Rally 
season I am a little relieved we are done.  Now 
I have my work cut out to get all the pictures 
posted as well as update the website. 
 
This spring has been one of the wettest that I 
can remember.  It seems we got rain at every 
rally this year.  Dawn and I just got back from 
the Arkansas Rally in Harrison.  Yes it rained 
there also.  Fortunately, like the Texas District 
Rally it only rained a little.  If you remember we 
only had rain on Thursday evening.  Friday and 
Saturday were great Rally days. 
 
As for the Texas District Rally I am not sure of 
the exact figures but it looks like everyone had 
a lot of fun.  I have completed the set of pic-
tures for the rally and have posted them under 
the FUN / Photo Gallery menu.  Temporarily I 
have also put a link on the front page that will 
take you directly there.  If you would like to you 
can down load the photos because they are in 
a PDF file for your enjoyment.  I was also able 
to get the Texas District Staff Talent show 
posted.  Hopefully by the time you read this you 
will also be able to view all the acts from the 
talent show.  You should be able to open the 
show your computer.  The video is placed on 
the web in MP4 format.  Unfortunately many of 
the Apple products do not support MP4 format.  
Unless you have added a application on your 
Apple computer that will support MP4 you may 
have to view on a friends computer. 
 
Dawn an I are looking forward to this summer.  
We are in the planning stage of when we will 
leave for our summer trip.  There is a possibility 
we will first head to New England to visit family 
and friends.  At a minimum we will be in Mon-
tana for Wing Ding in Billings.  We have made 

our hotel reservations and we are looking for-
ward to the trip.  We are hoping for good 
weather and we will get a ride in over Bear 
Tooth Pass.  If you have not done this ride from 
Red Lodge MT and down into Yellowstone I 
highly recommend the ride.  The one time we 
got to do the ride we had great weather.  If you 
leave Billings in the morning you can get to 
Red Lodge in about 1 hour.  The total trip over 
Bear Tooth Pass and down through the north 
portion of Yellowstone and back up to interstate 
90 and back in to Billings is only 350 miles.  It 
is estimated to take only 6 hours and 30 min-
utes.  Of course you will want to add some 
more time for stops along the way to view the 
spectacular scenery.  If you want to take this 
ride on the way back to Texas then head south 
out of Yellowstone and stay in the Grand Te-
tons (possibly Jackson Hole).  The biggest 
problem is limiting your stops along the way.  
But this is a great problem to have. 
 
Looking for some HELP 
As you may know I am the Editor for the District 
Newsletter.  I am planning on a travel schedule 
that will have me and Dawn gone for 2 or 3 
months this summer.  Producing this District 
Newsletter remote and while on the road is a 
little tough.  I am looking for someone that 
would like to better understand how to put to-
gether a Newsletter.  You may not realize how 
easy it can be.  I will spend time with anyone 
that is interested in learning some of my meth-
ods for making a newsletter easy.  You would 
be surprised how easy it can be.  If you are in-
terested in this opportunity please contact me.   
 

Tom & Dawn Sprague 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor  -  Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 

 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2015 / 2016 RANDY & KATHY REESE 

Texas COY Adventures 

Greetings Texas District and Region H!!  
Randy and I have been really busy this past 
month and are trying to squeeze in as much 
GW as we can in our spare time. I am winding 
down to retirement after 34 years of work at the 
State Bar of Texas. I 
have been working hard 

on cleaning out my office 
(you can sure accumulate 
a lot of stuff over 34 
years), and training my 
replacement. I sure am 
going to miss that view 
from my window every 
day. 
 

In April, we got to go to Hutchinson (Hutch) KS 
for the Kansas District Rally "Space for Wings". 
This rally had more planned / self-guided rides 
than any rally I have attended and that was 
really great. They offered several guided rides 
to various attractions including the Kansas Mo-
torcycle Museum which is home to over 100 
vintage and rare motorcycles. They also led a 
ride to a tour of the Cosmosphere - a museum 
of aviation and space history.  

We also got to see the Kansas Twisters per-
form. They have been recognized as the 
world’s largest single marquee for safety, tech-
nical, educational and social organization for 
riders of touring motorcycles. If you haven’t 
seen them, you are missing out. I think they 
plan to perform at the OK District Rally so there 
is another opportunity for you to see them. 

 
As we always do, we took time to see some lo-
cal sights while we were there and we truly en-
joyed the hospitality of Chapter H - the Salt 
Wings.    

On Tuesday, May 10th, we attended the Pflu-
gerville City Council meeting where our Mayor 
Jeff Coleman read a proclamation declaring 
May as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness 
Month. We had a great turnout and there were 
members of many other riding clubs in atten-
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2015 / 2016 RANDY & KATHY REESE 

Texas COY Adventures 

dance as well.  Because wingers can’t get to-
gether and ‘not eat’, we walked over to our lo-
cal “El Rincon Restaurant” for ½ price enchi-
lada night. Weather was perfect, good atten-
dance at the event and the food was awesome. 
You jut can’t ask for more than that. 

On May 18-21 we were in Temple for the Texas 
District Rally and we were honored to help with 
the COY selection process. We are pleased to 
welcome the new Texas District Couple of the 
Year Scott and Linda Gresak. They are a really 
FUN couple and we know they will have a great 
time as the COY. 
 
We have truly 
had a great year 
representing 
Texas as the 
Couple of the 
Year and we wish 
the Gresaks the 
very best. As 
your current Re-
gion Couple of 
the Year, we are 
staying busy and 
trying to make all 
the region rallies we can so we can meet all of 
you. 
 
Hope to see you soon. 
 
Kathy & Randy Reese 
Texas District Couple of the Year 2015-2016 
Region H Couple of the Year 2016-2017 
Texas District Educators 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2016 / 2017 SCOTT & LINDA GRESAK 

Texas COY Adventures 

As the 2016 Texas District Couple of the 
Year, we would like to take a moment to intro-
duce ourselves to you.  Our names are Scott 
and Linda Gresak from Chapter M2 (the 
“M*A*S*H” chapter) out of Spring, TX and we 
are extremely excited to have received this 
honor.  During our appointment, at the Texas 
District Rally, we were instructed that with the 
acceptance of the position, our one duty is to 
have F-U-N.  WOW, it only took us 9 years to 

find a position that we are qualified to meet the 

requirements (lol). 

We have been married for the past 26 years 
and call The Woodlands, TX our home.  Our 
pride and joy is our daughter, Lauren, which is 
currently enrolled in Sam Houston State Uni-
versity, going after her Bachelor’s Degree. 

We have been Chapter M2 members since 
2007 since our inaugural, chance meeting.  Be-
ing new trike owners, at that time, we decided 
to take our new toy out for a ride.  Little did we 
know that most rides, must involve food.  As it 
turns out, we were naturals, in this regard.  On 
that night, we decided after our short jaunt, to 
dine at the local I-HOP.  As fate would have it, 
I-HOP had a bad service night of which the 
Manager apologized profusely and then offered 
us a gift card, in hopes of us giving them an-
other shot, down the road.  A week later, we 
did just that and did a repeat performance with 
a bike ride and return dinner at I-HOP, after all 
we had a free gift card in hand.  As we were 
sitting in the dining room, getting ready to eat 
our meal, that had just been delivered, a couple 
walked up to our table and started asking if that 
was our yellow trike in the parking lot.  After a 
simple, “Yes”, all we remember was then being 
whisked into a back room of the restaurant, 
where this local group of Goldwing riders was 

“coincidentally” holding their monthly meeting.  
Since that fateful meeting, the rest is history as 
we have grown in the chapter serving in posi-
tions such as Activities Coordinator, Treasurer, 
Chapter Directors, Membership Enhancement 
Coordinators and Couple of the Year. 

What started for us as a “lemon” of a bad 
meal (at I-HOP), on that first ride, has definitely 
turned into a tremendous journey of 
“lemonade”, being involved with GWRRA over 
the past 9 years.  This ride would not have 
been possible if not for all of our fellow 
“M*A*S*H’ mates” who welcomed us in as 
friends to what has now become known as part 
of our family. 

We want to thank Randy and Kathy Reese 
for their service as our 2015 Texas District 
Couple of the Year and additionally congratu-
late them on their new role as the 2016 Region 
H Couple of the Year.  You have both done an 
outstanding job in representing Texas, in this 
capacity.  You certainly leave us with extremely 
tough shoes to fill. 

In closing, you have our promise that as the 
Texas District Couple of the Year, we will work 
hard to be “ambassadors of fun” as we share 
our experiences within GWRRA and the Cou-
ples of the Year program.  Being part of an or-
ganization that stresses “Knowledge is Power” 
and that “Safety is key” does indeed make it 
extremely easy for us to be equipped for “Fun”.  
For us, the “fun” started with a bad initial trip (to 
I-HOP) that continues to result in the “ride of 
our lives”.   

 

Scott & Linda Gresak 
Texas District Couple of the Year 2016-17 
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District Rally Rider Education 
 
The 2016 Texas District Rally is now behind us 
and what a great time we had!  Kathy and I 
really enjoyed seeing many of our Chapter edu-
cators and friends.  We really appreciated all of 
those who stepped up and helped us in the 
Rider Education Booth.  We sold extra YETI 
tickets, tickets for other safety gear, handed out 
brochures and information, helped members 
with level updates and generally enjoyed visit-
ing with each other and Rally participants. 
 
We offered one riding course and three REP 
classes, and all were well-attended.  Many 
thanks to our instructors who volunteered their 
time to provide rider education. 
They included: 
• Jack Wagner – Bike and Trailering Course 

• Chet Roby – Medic First Aid/CPR Recertification 

• Greg and Cassima Dean – Crash Scene Response 

• Brad and Jill Severe – Motorist Awareness Class 
 
We also hosted a luncheon for all Level IV 
Master Tour Riders.  There were over 80 par-
ticipants including two tables of Senior Maters 
and One table of Grand Masters and Life 
Grand Masters.  Texas has added 11 new 
Level IV’s and 9 Senior Masters since we took 
over last October.  They included: 
• E - Wichita Falls Level 4 - Ralph Bailey 

• O – Austin   Level 4 - Dave Strebbing 

• T2 - Georgetown Level 4 - Ron Bratcher 

• T2 – Georgetown Level 4 - Danita Bratcher 

• T2 - Georgetown Level 4 - Judy Finnell 

• T2 – Georgetown Level 4 - Scott Finnell 

• I - Marshall  Level 4 - Mike Weidman 

• I - Marshall  Level 4 - Robin Weidman 

• I - Marshall  Level 4 - Ronny Still 

• G - Tomball Level 4 - William Nichols 

• G - Tomball  Level 4 - Margie Nichols 

• G – Tomball Level 4 – Brian Norwood 

• O – Austin  Senior Master - Randy Reese 

• O – Austin  Senior Master - Kathy Reese 

• I - Marshall  Senior Master - Joe  Milton 

• I - Marshall  Senior Master - Barbara Milton 

• I - Marshall  Senior Master - Linda Orms 

• I - Marshall  Senior Master - Linda Acker 

• I - Marshall  Senior Master - Joe Acker 

• G - Tomball Senior Master - Gene Mings 

• N2 - Humble Senior Master - Mike Thacker 

• N2 - Humble Senior Master - Robin Thacker 

• R - DFW  Senior Master - Cliff Allen 
 
The totals are still out on our YETI Raffle, but it 
was one of the most successful in recent years.  
Many thanks to all chapters who sold tickets 
and to those who bought them.  Chapter G in 
Tomball sold the most tickets with over $1500 
in sales!  The winning ticket was purchased by 
Jill Severe in Chapter U – Congratulations!  
Money raised will help us with purchasing Lev-
els materials, First Aid/CPR supplies, and REP 
course materials. 
 
We continue to add new REP, LTP. MEC, and 
MFA/CPR instructors to our ranks and hope to 
help all chapters provide quality instruction to 
make them better riders and help them through 
the Levels program. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the spring riding season and 
we’ll see you on the road! 
 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell 
 
 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

Hello Texas, 
 
Can we do better in 2016? Sure we can – let’s 
go! 
 
Well we did do better than last year at the 
Texas District Rally. Yes it’s over for another 
year, next year we’ll be in Wichita Falls. 
 
How did we do better? We had three Leader-
ship seminars by three new presenters;  Sam 
Reagle and Bob Smith from Chapter H pre-
sented Problem Solving and Chapter Commu-
nication Plans respectively. I sat in on both of 
these seminars and the guys did really well. 
Jim Scholes from Chapter S2 was certified as a 
Leadership Seminar presenter. Jim gave us the 
seminar FUN Raising Funds for your chapter, 
he also gave away more chocolate than I think 
people could carry. Overall there were 34 peo-
ple who attended the seminars- an increase of 
over 200% from last year. 
 
Sam Reagle and Bob Smith were presented 
with their Leadership Seminar Presenter 
patches and certificates at opening ceremony. 
Jim and Avalin Woodul also achieved their 
Leadership Seminar Presenter status and their 
certificates and patches were presented at 
closing. Texas now has several more seminar 
presenters so Texas is now achieving our aim 
of having leadership presenters for each and 
every chapter. If you are interested send us an 
email and we’ll see what can be done. There 
are some changes coming, but they are all for 
the good! 
 
To all Chapter Directors if you want to hold 

training days with leadership, membership en-

hancement or rider education seminars contact 

the Texas District Trainers and we will work 

with you and the District Team to get the semi-

nars arranged that you want. 

Gillian & Cliff Allen 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

Texas District Trainers 

=================================== 
Pictures from the Texas Rally 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  

MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

Steve & Donna Van Gilder  

Hi Folks, 

Well folks the Texas District Rally is over 
and I hope everyone that attended had a great 
time!!  I know that Donna and I did. 

I want to thank some folks for helping me 
run some of the events.  A big thanks go to 
LeRoy Douglas and all the Chapter T folks for 
helping to organize and run the Bike/Light 
Show.  This was a tremendous help and they 
all did a fantastic job!!  I think this was one of 
the best run shows that I can ever remember!!  

We also want to thank Eddie & Christy Rob-

erts and some more of the Chapter P folks for 
organizing and running the On Stage Dress 
Competitions.  They did a great job and Eddie 
was great on the microphone.  Thank good-
ness he had Christy to compile all the scores 

though!!  Thank you to Phil & Annette Lock-

ler of Chapter C for helping to organize and 
take in all the Chapter Pride Room submis-
sions.  They were great for volunteering at the 
last minute and making everything work like a 
ticking clock!!  Without naming names, to pro-
tect the innocent, a huge thanks to all the 
judges that helped throughout the Rally.  With-
out these folks and all the other volunteers, 
nothing would have worked as well as it did. 

We want to say Thank You to all of the TX 
District Staff that we have served with during 
that time.  You are such great folks to work 
with, and truly understand that the District Staff 
works to make things better for our member-
ship.  You have made having Fun an expecta-
tion again in Texas!!  Thank You to all of the 
Region H staff for doing a great job of repre-
senting us at the National Level and providing 
any help or guidance that we need.   

We also want to thank all of the Texas 

Chapter MECs.  You folks have had to listen 
to me stand on my soapbox and give some of 
my thoughts on what could be done, and you 
always did so without any negativity.  One last 
thought, remember you are the Fun Factory for 
your Chapter!  You should always be trying 
new things to get folks involved and having 
Fun.  Your attitude is always the first thing 
folks will notice about you, and the last thing 
they will remember!  A Positive, Fun, and 
Open demeanor will allow you to try new 
things and ideas within your Chapter and the 
District, and hopefully before long, members 
will start to bring you new ideas.  You are the 
best, and I know you will support the next Dis-
trict MEC with the same positive attitude to-
wards your position and the membership.  
MECs ROCK!! 

Finally, Donna and I want to say Thank You 
to all the Texas GWRRA members for making 
these last 2 ½ years as your District MEC so 
much FUN!!  We have made so many friends, 
not only in Texas, but throughout the Region 
that it’s almost hard to imagine.  We may be a 
little prejudiced, but I truly believe that Texas 
members are the friendliest in all of GWRRA.  
Thank you so much for your friendship and 
support!! 

We will see everyone soon at one of the 
usual events or a Chapter Gathering.  We will 
always remain part of this great family that un-
derstands and remembers the GWRRA motto: 
“Friends for Fun, Safety, and Knowledge”.  
Take care and we’ll see you down the road. 

Steve & Donna Van Gilder 
Texas District MEC’s 
Let’s “Have Some Fun” Texas 
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GWRRA President Article 
Anita & JR Alkier 

From May 2016 Insight NL 

Questions to the President 
A Couple of Questions that have Come to the 
President Do I Have to Wear the Officer Blue 
Patch? The Officer blue patch was designed 
back in 2010 to distinguish our Officers to the 
Membership. The desire was to make our Of-
ficer stand out so that a Member would imme-
diately know who to go to get a question an-
swered. So in that thinking, do you have to? 
We‟d sure prefer that you do and take pride in 
your position with GWRRA. (See that patch 
on JR‟s vest, cool!)  

GWRRA has had 2 different patch designs 
over its life. The original was the helmet. You 
can tell a member who has been with the or-
ganization a while when they have a 10” hel-
met on the back of their vest! In the early 
2000 we changed our patch, our logo, to what 
is referred to as the Griffin patch. That patch 
comes in color or in black and gold. When the 
Officer patch was designed they took the Grif-
fin patch and changed the color scheme. With 
the strong persuasion from Keith Morrison, 
Region F Director, a 10” Officer patch was 
added.  

As an Officer you know that the Officer 
patches are free to you for you and your 
TEAM. The exception to that is the 10” Officer 
patch and that we sell to you at cost + ship-
ping.  

GWRRA believes in our Officers setting the 
tone for the Membership and that is spelled 
out in the MOU (Memorandum of Understand-
ing). Every Officer signs one and one of the 
“requirements” is that you wear the 4” and 10” 
patches. We encourage you to wear the blue 
Officer patch and truly display the pride we 
have in you as an Officer of GWRRA!  

Is there a Set Vest Layout?  

I've been asked this question lately and the 
simple answer is there is not. I am aware of 
Chapters that sell their Chapter vest and 
along with it comes the suggested layout. 
That is a Chapter decision. I have asked 
Membership Enhancement to look into this as 
a possible suggested layout. They have their 
TEAM working on this question so you'll hear 
from them in the future.  

Communication  

So here is a question for you, if you were 
sending out emails to your Officers and you 
found out that they had blocked your commu-
nication would that give you pause regarding 
their involvement with your TEAM? It sure 
does to us! There could be many reasons that 
at some time you “opted out” of electronic 
communication from GWRRA. As an Officer 
you agree in the MOU to receive communica-
tion from GWRRA. Our communication is both 
informative and to offer you products for pur-
chase. The informative can be changes com-
ing, suggestions to help with your position, 
money opportunities through your store, a 
change in an event or a change in Officers at 
the National or Region levels. It is critical that 
you stay informed so you can properly com-
municate with the Membership who counts on 
you to do this. If you have “opted out” of 
GWRRA Communication, please contact Cus-
tomer Service 1-800-843-9460 and let them 
know that you need to “opt in” so you won't 
miss out and neither will the Members. We 
sure appreciate your attention to this!  

We Appreciate You!!!  

I would like to finish this month with a Thank 
You! May is Motorcycle Awareness Month 
and I've decided that for the Home Office is 
Officer Appreciation Month. We sure hope you 
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GWRRA President Article 
Anita & JR Alkier 

From May 2016 Insight NL Continued 

know how much you are appreciated! Your 
dedication to GWRRA is why we have such a 
special organization. Please be proud of all 
you are doing and when you don't feel that pat 
on the back and that “you're doing a great job” 
or “thanks for all you are doing” then come 
back to this article and feel the pat on the 
back and hear us telling you “job well done 
and thanks!”  

Anita & JR Alkire 
619-741-8893 
president@gwrra.org 

=================================== 
Pictures from the Texas Rally 
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GWRRA Deputy Directors Article 
Bob & Nan Shrader 

From May 2016 Insight NL  

Chapter Social Events 
 

Chapter social events (by that I mean 
planned events involving the entire Chapter 
and to which other Chapters are invited, but 
not including the monthly gathering) com-
monly referred to as "poker runs" even though 
they may not be Poker Runs in the traditional 
sense, are a great way to raise revenue for 
the Chapter and cement a good team of par-
ticipating, active members. These kinds of 
events are usually too labor intensive to be 
assembled and hosted by just the Chapter 
staff. Many, if not all of the members of the 
Chapter will need to assist with various duties 
to make it happen. When successfully organ-
ized, these events not only make money for 
the Chapter but get the nonstaff members in-
volved and to work for a common goal. When 
the event is concluded, everyone who partici-
pated feels like they've contributed to its suc-
cess, they are more likely to agree to help the 
Chapter in the future.  

Many Chapters have moved away from 
these kinds of events, for a variety of reasons. 
There aren't nearly as many of them now as 
there were a few years ago. Over the years, 
some Chapters have closed and that explains 
part of it, but some Chapters have devised 
other methods of fund raising that don't in-
volve so much planning and staffing. That 
said, I think the benefits (not just financial) 
that accrue to the Chapter in terms of camara-
derie, friendship and team building make the 
traditional "poker run" a worthwhile endeavor.  

As an example, our Home Chapter (FL1-
A) just concluded a very successful social 
event that we billed as our "Luau". It had a 
tropical/Hawaiian theme and featured a grilled 

burger/hot dog meal with dessert and drinks, 
games, chapter challenge, Hawaiian shirt con-
test and more. Our total attendance was 165 
GWRRA members (most of whom rode there) 
and we made it happen without any significant 
problems. But just as important, we had 34 
Chapter members who "worked" the event 
and had lots of FUN doing it. In fact, our mem-
bers who staffed the different duties had as 
much fun as the delegates who attended. The 
165 members who attended represented 16 
different Chapters from across Florida and 
some from other states. You really can't place 
a monetary value on the fellowship and cama-
raderie of 165 GWRRA members spending a 
fun day socializing and enjoying each other's 
company.  

I know what some of you are thinking as 
you read this: "easy for you to write about, but 
doing it is another matter". Nan and I have 
hosted 17 large rallies at the Chapter, District 
and Region levels. Yes, it involves lots of 
planning and team work. It doesn't all just fall 
into place by itself. Your Chapter has to make 
a commitment as a group, to help out as 
needed. They have to donate (or scrounge) 
prizes, donate their valuable time and do 
whatever they can to make the event a suc-
cess. It takes time to build this kind of consen-
sus among Chapter members but once it's 
established it makes for a much smoother and 
harmonious group of people and it pays off in 
other ways, not just major events. If you are 
looking for a project to get your Chapter go-
ing, this just might be something to consider.  

 
Bob & Nan 
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Region H Team 

The Hospitality Region 

REGION DIRECTOR 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JIM & REBA BERRY 

DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 
 
 
ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

TREASURER 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 

ED AND ANN NAHL 

TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION TRAINER 

JACK WAGNER 

TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

WEBMASTER, 

SAM BELINOSKI 

WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT  

COORDINATORS. 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

COORDINATORS 

PINS & PATCHES 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

EDUCATOR 

MEDIC/FIRST AID COORDINATORS 

RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 

EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MFA@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

VENDOR COORDINATORS 

RUBY SEALE 

VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

MOTORIST AWARENESS  

COORDINATORS 

MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 

MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

RANDY & KATHY REESE 

COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 



PAGE 18 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER JUNE 2016 

 

 

By the Book 

By: Jack Wagner - Region H Trainer  

“Learn the Truth ..Then Pass it Along” 

 

This month will be devoted to the Oath of Of-
fice.  The Oath of Office should be adminis-
tered to all incoming officers at the Chapter 
Gathering or other “official” Chapter event.  In 
the case of District/Region Officers, it should be 
done during the annual convention (rally) or 
other major District/Region event.  It should be 
done with great ceremony and its importance 
not minimized. The Oath of Office serves to for-
malize what the Officer has agreed to in signing 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  
Standing in front of the Chapter and verbalizing 
their commitment helps to solidify and seal that 
commitment as well as instill pride in the Offi-
cer.  Following is the entire Oath of Office. 

 

GWRRA Oath of Office 
 

As an Officer and Volunteer Leader of the Gold 
Wing Road Riders Association, I will do my 
best: 
 

To serve the Association by providing for its 
Members, in accordance with the Officer 
Handbook; 
 

To serve the Members, for whom I am respon-
sible, in a manner befitting the Office; 
 

To assist my Senior Officers in the execution 
of their duties and responsibilities; 
 

To promote and support my Peers in a team 
atmosphere, working together for the benefit of 
the whole; 
 

To support all Divisions of the Association; 
 

To be positive in attitude and spirit; 

 

To lead by example while 
promoting an atmosphere of fun, safety and 
knowledge; 
 

To provide a succession of leadership for my 
office; 
 
I further pledge, during my term of office, to 
serve with pride and devotion, while uphold-
ing the Highest traditions and core values of 

the Gold Wing Road Riders Association. 
 
The more you Know,. The better it gets! 

Jack Wagner 
Region H Trainer 

=================================== 
Pictures from the Texas Rally 

Raise Your Right Hand and Repeat After Me 
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OVERVIEW: 
Wing Ding 38 in Billings will be hosting a new 
Evening Entertainment Event – GWRRA’s Got 
Talent! This night will be the grand finale of Tal-
ent Shows throughout the year among the Re-
gions. Each Region will submit their 1st place 
winner and an optional runner-up from their 
perspective Region Rallies. The Event Man-
agement Team (EMT) will then organize the 
acts and produce the Finale of GWRRA’s Got 
Talent. This will allow your Region to capture 
the Title of GWRRA’s Got Talent! The structure 
of GWRRA’s Got Talent will mimic the TV 
Show - America’s Got Talent.  
 
Prizes: 

1st Place - $500.00 and GWRRA’s Got  
Talent Trophy 

2nd Place - $250.00 
3rd Place - $100.00 

In order to keep consistency among the Re-
gions and to prepare the participants for the 
fun, yet competitive environment, we recom-
mend you follow similar procedures that will be 
taking place on that final evening. 
 
JUDGES: 
Secure 3 judges. Keep in mind that the judges 
should be chosen not only to tally scores, but 
for personality and production purposes. The 
judges that will be selected for the finale show 
will consist of the following type of personali-
ties: 
Howard Stern: Opinionated, pushes the limits, 

straight forward and tells it like it is. 
Howie Mandel: Encouraging, positive and 

overall generous. 
Sharon Osbourne: Positive reinforcement, 

sweet to all, wants everyone to succeed. 
 

ACTS:  
Participants may enter with either a serious or 
humorous act. All music must be submitted on 
either a CD or thumb drive. Each act needs to 
be limited to 3 – 5 minutes maximum. 
 
SCORING: 
Scoring will consist of five categories, worth up 
to 10 points each, with the total possible score 
of 50 points. The finale event will use the scor-
ing sheet on the next page: 
 
SUBMISSION: 
Following your Region Rally, OR if you have 
already held your Region Rally either 1-have 2-
3 submissions come to the chosen Region 
panel of Judges by video/MP3 from each Dis-
trict; OR 2-if the District has not yet had their 
rally and they have time to have a GWRRA's 
Got Talent at their District rally, they can submit 
their winner via video/MP3 to the chosen Re-
gion panel of Judges so long as they arrive by 
the deadline set by the Region.  Your 1st place 
winner and optional runner-up submission 
needs to be turned into KKT Event Manage-
ment via email or mail. KKT will contact each 
participant to coordinate the GWRRA’s Got Tal-
ent event. See submission form on the follow-
ing pages. 
 
Kristi Thomas – Kristi@kktevents.com   
15591 W. Yucatan Dr.  
Surprise, AZ 85379  
800.424.9519, Ext. 215 
Please use the following form to enter your re-
gional winner for the Grand Finale of GWRRA’s 
Got Talent. 
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Oklahoma District Rally 
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The below form can be filled out on line at  
http://www.gwrraokla.org/files/111296096.pdf 

You can also register online at  
http://www.gwrraokla.org/2015-registration.html 

 

 



PAGE 24 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER JUNE 2016 

 

 

 

Oklahoma Registration Form Page 2 
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Classified Advertisements 
===================================================================== 

2012 Goldwing with approximately 39,900 miles.  It has been kept 
in the garage and is in great shape, Located in the Austin TX area.  
It has cup holders, power point in the truck, luggage rack, CB, Gar-
min 590 LM GPS, heated handgrips and seat, and the famous cus-
tom made spurs for a highway bar.  The battery tender goes with it.  
Asking $14,500 or best offer.  Also for sale are two helmets, riding 
boots, pants and jacket.  The jacket plugs into his bike for heat.  
There are also gloves and electric gloves for heat.  Contact Russ 
Miller (selling for a deceased friend) cell, 512-636-9692. 

====================================================================== 
2002 Honda Shadow Sabre  1100cc  $3500 
Garage kept  12,000 mi. Windshield, Driving lights, Crash bars, Highway pegs, Floor boards, 
Chrome radiator cover, Custom Grips, Dual Output CB w/weather radio & MP3 input, Helmet 
w/headset, Clock, Accessory knob 
w/12 v outlet, Mustang studded seat 
w/matching saddle bags, Backrest 
w/storage, Sissy bar w/luggage 
rack, Modulating brake light, Helmet 
lock, Lots of engine chrome New 
set of high performance carb jets 
Comes with extra set of pipes (loud) 
Bike cover. Also included Medium 
size Gerbing heated suit (socks, 
pants, jacket and gloves). 
Bob Brey  Austin TX 
512-422-1141   
bobbrey@me.com 
====================================================================== 

Bunkhouse LX Motorcycle Camper for Motorcycle includes King Sized Bed ; Cooler Package; 
Spare Tire Carrier, Cover & License Plate Bracket Package; Spare Wheel & Tire Assembly; 
A/C Duct, A/C Stand & 5,500 BTU A/C Unit; Clothes Caddy; 2 Additional Jack stands for a To-
tal of 5 Jack stands; 6’X6’ Mini Den that will attach with zippers; Table Package; Cargo Access 
Lock; Chrome 7 Lamp LED Light Bar for the rear of camper for more visibility at night driving. 
This unit was used for one season during the Summer of 2014 and 2 time this spring one night 
each time. New price was $5,039.00 that included 
the 5,500 BTU A/C. This unit is in GREAT shape 
and just had 4 cans of waterproofing put on the unit. 
Unit has been always stored in the Garage.   If inter-
ested Call  
(H) 512-240-4668 or (C) 512-954-1981 ask for John 
Baska or Sondra Baska. We are selling this unit for 
$4,000.00 
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Editors Puzzle Page June 2016 

See the answer to May puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 

1. Cons 
6. Gossips 
10. Back talk 
14. A green fabric mixture 
15. Violent disturbance 
16. Relating to urine 
17. Alpha's opposite 
18. Aquatic plant 
19. Madly in love 
20. Flashiness 
22. Fortitude 
23. Listen 
24. Highest goals 
26. An island in Indonesia 
30. To and ___ 
31. Female sib 
32. Absent Without Leave 
33. Hue 
35. Set of principles 
39. Pike (fish) 
41. Emit 
43. Sysadmin 
44. Celebrity 
46. Contends 
47. Spy agency 
49. Biblical first woman 
50. Shade trees 
51. Make inconspicuous 
54. Distribute 
56. Notch 
57. Acts as an agent 
63. Indian dress 
64. Frosts 
65. A group of soldiers 
66. Therefore 
67. Unit of land 
68. Habituate 
69. Observed 
70. Its symbol is Pb 
71. Regenerate  

1. Plod along 
2. Unwakable state 
3. Affirm 
4. Wise men 
5. Hiding place 
6. Grain storehouses 
7. Control surface on a plane 
8. Marshes 
9. Stoppage 
10. Indecent 
11. A kind of macaw 
12. A seal 
13. Skedaddles 
21. Substantial 
25. Perished 
26. Mandibles 
27. On the road 
28. Volumes (abbrev.)  

29. Portion 
34. Crossed 
36. Salute 
37. Bit of gossip 
38. To tax or access 
40. Sweeping story  
42. Mountain crest 
45. Poster color 
48. Antenna 
51. S S S S 
52. Emergency signal 
53. Make a counterfeit 
55. Fruity-smelling compound 
58. Behold, in old Rome 
59. Sea eagle 
60. Person, place or thing 
61. Ripped 
62. Gush  
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If you have an article, news, or other 

item of interest that you would like to 

be included in this newsletter, please 

e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 

25th of the month 

Save the Date  (Passport Events) 

======================================== 

Reno Rendezvous  

July 7-9, 2016. 

(NOTE this event is canceled) 
Hope to see everyone at Wing Ding 

======================================== 

Wing Ding  

Aug 31 - Sep 3, 2016. 

Billings MT 
======================================== 

Oklahoma District Rally  

Sep29 - Oct1, 2016. 

“Country Winging” 
Muskogee OK 

======================================== 

TX Chapter T T-Fest Rally 

Oct 8, 2016. 
699 E Veterans Memorial Blvd 

Harker Heights TX 
======================================== 

TX Chapter H Rally 

Oct 15, 2016. Raymond Russell PK 
20644 IH-10 West Exit 552 

San Antonio TX

======================================== 

TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE T TEXASEXAS    

DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR S SPONSORSPONSORS  

A Little Humor  
from Readers Digest 

 
Lying on his deathbed, a 
loving husband was wa-
vering between life and death when he 
thought he smelled chocolate chip cookies 
baking. They were his very favorite, so he 
dragged himself out of bed, crawled to the 
kitchen and was just reaching up to take a 
cookie off the plate when his wife slapped his 
hand with a spatula. 

"Don't touch!" she commanded. "They're for 
the funeral." 

 


